
an taisce 2007 International Blue Flag Awards

Ireland Awarded 83 Blue Flags
RECYCLING SAVES THE DAY AT IRELANDS BLUE FLAG BEACHES

New strict rules on recycling almost lost Ireland 20 of its prestigious Blue Flags this year. Local Authorities in Kerry, Mayo, Donegal, Cork and Clare reacted swiftly by installing new recycling facilities when it became likely that they were going to lose the Blue Flag for some of Irelands most well-known and beautiful beaches. They will be calling on all visitors to Irish beaches to enjoy themselves but to leave no trace of their visit.
The International Blue Flag Awards were announced by An Taisce and presented by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Mr. Dick Roche T.D. on Greystones South Beach, Greystones, Co. Wicklow at 11.30am on Tuesday 5th June 2007. 
At Greystones, the Minister also presented the Individual Blue Flag for boat owners to the Bray Sea Scouts, Bray, Co. Wicklow. The Individual Blue Flag for boat owners is a component of the Blue Flag Programme which rewards the efforts of boat owners with a pennant for protecting coastal waters and inland waterways. The Sea Scouts have made this commitment and will proudly fly the Blue Flag at two Sea Scout Troops in Ireland (Bray, Co. Wicklow and Rosses Point, Co. Sligo). 

2007 MAIN NEWS
This year, Ireland has been awarded 83 Blue Flags by the International Blue Flag Jury, 80 for beaches and 3 for marinas. The number of Blue Flags awarded has dropped by one since 2006. In total 83 applications were received for beaches and 3 for marinas. Three further new applications were received which will make them eligible for consideration in 2008 (see below).
Galway County council received an extra Blue Flag this year for Céibh an Spidéil as it proved to have bathing water quality that met EU guideline values for the past two years and met other necessary Blue Flag criteria dealing with safety and services, environmental education and information and environmental management.

Co. Clare regained two of their Blue Flags at Mountshannon and Ballycuggeran. There was no blue/green toxic alga present in 2006, a problem which was seen in 2005. A stringent monitoring and warning process has been implemented.
Co. Donegal also regained the Blue Flag for Killahoey for the 2007 season.

Unfortunately there was a loss of 3 Blue Flags this year. 
Enniscrone, Co. Sligo, failed to meet the EU guideline standard for water quality which is an essential pre-requisite to the Blue Flag award. 
Culdaff in Co. Donegal lost its Blue Flag award mainly due to environmental management and facility issues. Camping in the dunes and associated issues is a very big problem at this beach causing litter and dune erosion. 
Doonbeg in Co. Clare also lost its Blue Flag this season as safety issues related to coastal erosion of the cliff and access to the beach were of concern. Safety precautions need to be implemented to bring this beach up to International Blue Flag standards. Work is on-going by Clare County Council to try and overcome these safety issues.
Local authorities in Ireland invest substantial sums of money into meeting the Blue Flag criteria and most Irish beaches continue to meet these high standards. However some bathing areas are subjected to tremendous pressure due to vandalism, littering, human-caused dune destruction and other impacts (loose dogs and dog faeces) which the public has direct control over. Litter accounted for a majority of the issues encountered by An Taisce inspectors at our Blue Flag beaches last summer and is one of the reasons why Culdaff lost its Blue flag award this year.  Everyone has a role in protecting the Blue Flag status of a beach. The Blue Flag office encourages visitors to LEAVE NO TRACE of your visit to the beach. 
It is important to remember that the Blue Flag stands for more than just excellent bathing water quality. The Blue Flag for beaches covers 29 criteria which have developed over the years to become more holistic and to address the various issues of sustainability. These criteria cover issues such as environmental education and information about the coastal zone, dunes, compliance with national environmental legislation, provision of lifeguards and rescue equipment, litter management, toilet facilities, animal control and more. 

MARINAS
Three Irish marinas were awarded the Blue Flag which remains unchanged from 2006. There was increased interest by marinas in the Blue Flag Programme therefore An Taisce expects to see Blue Flag marina numbers increase in the future. 
This year many Irish boat owners will be flying the Blue Flag pennant, an internationally recognised pennant for individual commitment to an environmental code of conduct. The Blue Flag for boat owners was promoted at the 2007 Allianz Boat Show in the RDS where many enthusiastic boat owners joined the programme and will be flying the Blue Flag Pennant this summer. 
2006 BLUE FLAG AWARDEES
LOUTH – 2 FLAGS

Louth County Council retains both its Blue Flags at Shellinghill/Templetown and Port. 
DUBLIN – 4 FLAGS (loss of 2 from 2006)
Fingal County Council: Fingal sees the return of the Blue Flag to Portrane and Donabate. 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council: Retains both flags at Killiney and Seapoint.

WICKLOW – 3 FLAGS
Wicklow County Council continues to hold it’s three flags at Greystones, Brittas Bay North and Brittas Bay South.
WEXFORD – 4 FLAGS

Wexford County Council retained its four flags for 2007. Courtown, Curracloe, Rosslare and Duncannon were all awarded.
WATERFORD – 3 FLAGS
Waterford County Council was awarded three flags for Dunmore East, Bunmahon and Clonea. 
CORK – 10 FLAGS
Cork County Council retains all 10 flags at Youghal-Front Strand, Youghal-Claycastle, Garryvoe, Garretstown, Garrylucas, Inchydoney, Owenahincha, Warren, Tragumna, and Barleycove.
KERRY – 13 FLAGS

Kerry County Council retains all 13 flags for Derrynane, Ballinskelligs, White Strand-Caherciveen, Kells, Rossbeigh, Inch, Ceann Trá, Magherabeg, Fenit, Banna, Ballyheigue, Ballybunion North and Ballybunion South.
CLARE – 7 FLAGS

Clare County Council receives 5 flags for Cappagh, Kilkee, White Strand-Miltown Malbay, Lahinch, and Fanore. Ballycuggeran and Mountshannon two freshwater bathing areas on Lough Derg were also awarded the Blue Flag.
GALWAY - 8 FLAGS
Galway City Council receives 2 Blue Flags for Salthill and Silverstrand.
Galway County Council receives 6 flags for Traught, Loughrea Lake, Trá Mhór Coill Rua, Trá an Doilín, Cill Muirbhithe and this year Céibh an Spidéil was awarded for the first time. 

MAYO – 13 FLAGS
Mayo County Council retains 13 Blue flags for Old Head, Bertra, Carrowmore, Clare Island, Mulranny, Dooega, Doogort, Keem, Keel, Golden Strand, Elly Bay, Mullaghroe, Ross.
SLIGO – 2 FLAGS
Sligo County Council retains two flags at Rosses Point, and Mullaghmore. Enniscrone lost the Blue Flag as the water quality did not reach EU guideline values.
DONEGAL – 11 FLAGS
Bundoran Town Council receives the flag for its beach at Bundoran.

Donegal County Council receives 10 flags for Murvagh, Rossnowlagh, Fintra, Narin-Portnoo, Carrickfinn, Marble Hill, Lisfannon, Portsalon, Killahoey, Shroove. Culdaff was not awarded the flag (see details below).
2007 BLUE FLAG MARINAS-3
The marinas awarded for 2007 are:

· Westmeath: Killinure Point Marina, Glasson. This marina is managed by the Quigley’s and Waveline. It is located on the inner lakes of Lough Ree on the Shannon.

· Westmeath: Athlone Marina is managed by Westmeath County Council and is located right in the town on the Shannon.
· Wexford: Kilmore Quay Marina is operated by Wexford County Council and is our only coastal Blue Flag marina.
2007 UNSUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS – 3 
1. Enniscrone, Co. Sligo lost their Blue Flag as the water quality also failed EU guideline standards a pre-requisite of the Blue Flag criteria. Enniscrone failed to meet the EU guideline values for Total Coliforms.
2. Culdaff, Co Donegal has lost the award due to on-going breaches of criteria uncovered during in-season inspections. The criteria in question cover environmental management and facilities. Illegal camping and associated issues is a very big problem at this beach escalating dune erosion. The Jury could not award the flag for 2007 as Culdaff was not at Blue Flag standard.
3. Doonbeg, Co. Clare also lost its Blue Flag this season as safety issues related to coastal erosion of the cliff and access to the beach were of concern. Safety precautions need to be implemented to bring this beach up to International Blue Flag standards. Work is on-going by Clare County Council to try and overcome these safety issues.
Flags lost since 2006
1. Malahide, Fingal, Dublin has lost their Blue Flag due to failure to meet the EU guideline standards for water quality, a pre-requisite of all Blue flag beaches. Malahide did not meet the mandatory values for both Total and Faecal Coliforms. 

2. Dollymount, Dublin City has lost their Blue Flag due to failure to meet the EU guideline standards for water quality, a pre-requisite of all Blue flag beaches. Dollymount failed EU guideline F. coliforms and F. streptococci.

New Applications Received
An application from Meath County Council was received for Bettystown.  This beach met the Blue Flag water quality standard but, as a new applicant, is also required to run a pilot year in order to show compliance with all other Blue Flag criteria and will be monitored in 2007 and will be eligible to apply for the award in 2008.

An application from Wexford County Council was received for Morriscastle.  This beach met the Blue Flag water quality standard but, as a new applicant, is also required to run a pilot year in order to show compliance with all other Blue Flag criteria and will be monitored in 2007 and will be eligible for the award in 2008.

Also an application from Fingal County Council was received for Skerries.  This beach met the Blue Flag water quality standard but, as a new applicant, is also required to run a pilot year in order to show compliance with all other Blue Flag criteria and will be monitored in 2007 and will be eligible to apply again in 2008.

BLUE FLAG RESULTS NORTHERN IRELAND
Northern Ireland also announced their Blue Flag awardees today. Northern Ireland received the same number of Blue Flag awards for their beaches as in 2006 which totalled 8 beaches and 2 marinas.
INTERNATIONAL BLUE FLAG RESULTS

The International Jury awarded the Blue Flag to 2579 beaches and 629 marinas in 31 countries in the Northern Hemisphere. The Southern Hemisphere candidates will be awarded in September. 
The International Jury is composed of representatives from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), International Lifesaving Association (ILS), European Union for Coastal Conservation (EUCC), the World Conservation Union (IUCN), an international Environmental Education expert, the International Council of Marine Industry Associations (ICOMIA) and the Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE).

The International Blue Flag Programme is co-ordinated in Ireland by An Taisce- The National Trust for Ireland, with support from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and on behalf of the Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE, www.fee-international.org). 

For further information contact:

Lucy Hunt, Irish Blue Flag Manager, An Taisce;

Tel:  087-7850929, Email: blueflag@antaisce.org, www.blueflagireland.org
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STRICTLY EMBARGOED UNTIL 12 noon ON TUESDAY 5TH JUNE 2007





Photos will be available by 1pm on Tuesday from Peter Houlihan at Fennell Photography, 087-9393571.
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